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SUBJ: AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER WILLESEE'S VIEWS 
ON TIMOR 

REF: CANBERRA 6228 

1. AT YUGOSLAV NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION NOVEMBER 28, 

PONMIN WILLESEE RAISED SUBJECT OP TIMOR AND TOLD ME THAT 
HE REGRETTED THE WAY PM WHITLAM HAD DISCUSSED TIMOR WHEN 
HE SAW SUHARTO IN OCTOBER. AUSTRALIANS SHOULD TAKE A 
STRICTLY HANDS OPE ROLE WITH REGARD TO TIMOR AND CERTAINLY 
NOT ENCOURAGE THE INDONESIANS TO ACT IN A WAY THAT MIGHT 
BE CONTRARY TO THE WILL OP THE TIMORESE. FOR THIS REASON, 
WILLESEE ADDED, HE IS PLANNING TO HAVE A PLANTED QUESTION 
PUT TO HIM IN PARLIAMENT WHICH WILL PERMIT HIM TO SET 
PORTH THE AUSTRALIAN POSITION. 

2. WHEN I ASKED HIM WHAT THAT POSITION WOULD BE, HE RE- 
PLIED THAT THE PUTURE OP TIMOR IS A MATTER TO BE DECIDED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WISHES OP THE TIMORESE. WILLESEE 
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THEN COMMENTED THAT PERHAPS IT WOULD BE BEST POR THE 
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INDONESIANS TO TAKE OVER TIMOR SOME DAY, BUT HE THOUGHT 
THE PORTUGUESE COULD STAY ON THERE FOR SOME TIME AND THAT, 
THEREFORE, THERE WAS NO REASON FOR RUSHING THE PROBLEM. 

IN ANY CASE, IT HAD TO BE HANDLED CIRCUMSPECTLY IN A MANNER 
THAT GAVE EVIDENT REGARD TO THE WISHES OF THE PEOPLE OF 
TIMOR. GREEN 
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